
There are over 112,000 people on the RUJDQ
WUDQVSODQW�ZDLWLQJ�OLVW in the U.S. 

Approximately 2,000 of those awaiting an organ
transplant are FKLOGUHQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����

38% of organ donors were OLYLQJ�GRQRUV in 2019. 70% of patients LQ�QHHG�RI�D�ERQH�PDUURZ
WUDQVSODQW are in search of an unrelated donor. 



Transplant Assistance Grants provide financial support to families with a child waiting for, 
or who has recently received, a life-saving transplant. This year, Richie’s Spirit Foundation 
expanded the successful program to include recipients of bone marrow and stem cell 
transplants in addition to organ transplant recipients. In 2020, the Transplant Assistance Grants 
program awarded $13,000 to 24 families.

Nicholas, one of the grant recipients, received a life-saving stem cell transplant from his older 
brother last October after he was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. The Transplant 
Assistance Grant Review Committee - which comprises medical professionals, doctors, nurses, 
and those who knew Richie - answered these new calls for assistance, with the compassionate 
and generous spirit that Richie inspired. One committee member wrote, “Bone marrow and 
stem cell transplantation can be a miracle for patients. I believe that assisting these types of 
patients is consistent with our mission.” 

Vince Domingo     First Place  |  Home Town: Mission Viejo, CA  |  College: UC Santa Barbara

Born with rare eye disorders causing visual impairment and misalignment, Vince Domingo 
experienced ableism, bullying, and isolation throughout his childhood. After immigrating to the 
United States at age 10, Vince chose to connect with his community by studying psychology, 
and volunteering at a nursing home for those with mental disabilities. He is committed to 
serving those who suffer from trauma, challenges, and illnesses. 

Maggie Conlon     Runner Up  |  Home Town: Brookfield, WI  |  College: Butler University

Maggie Conlon spent the first two years of her life battling cancer. Maggie grew up self 
conscious of a lisp caused by the remnants of the muscle cancer under her tongue, until she 
found her confidence in public speaking. From as young as eight years old, Maggie has 
been sharing her story proudly, and with grace. Whether raising funds for cancer research, or 
advocating for important legislation in DC, Maggie uses her skills and experience to make a 
big difference. 

Hassan Javed     Honorable Mention  |  Hometown: Avon Park, FL  |  College: Columbia University

Motivated by his childhood experiences of abuse, divorce, and financial insecurity, Hassan 
Javed is driven to improve the economic, political, and social forces that impact individuals. 
Hassan founded a peer-to-peer mentorship program to increase graduation rates at his high 
school and continues to lead with passion and curiosity. 
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Break a Sweat with RSF
Richie’s Spirit Foundation’s Young Professional Network 
gathered virtually this summer for an energizing class with 
Rowgatta Fitness Studio. The event raised over $400 for the 
Transplant Assistance Grant program.

Scholarship Award Ceremony
Scholarship finalists shared their incredible stories live during 
a virtual award ceremony, where the RSF community and 
College Scholarship judges celebrated this year’s recipients.

our programs Passing the Spirit
Virtually

thank you for your support!

College Scholarships

Transplant Assistance Grants Expansion Growing Up Jordy Pordy: 
The Revival

“I am so honored to have been a recipient of this award, 
and I will do my best to honor the spirit of Richie as I 
continue to give back to the community. Thank you for 
helping me accomplish my dreams of becoming a nurse. I 
appreciate this award more than anything.”
- Anna Martin, 2019 Scholarship Recipient

“Since this pandemic, I haven’t been able to work the way 
I need to because many people at my job get sick and I 
need to stay healthy to protect my daughter. I stay home to 
take care of my family. Receiving the Transplant Assistance 
Grant funds is a great help.” 
- Mother of Ty’yahna, 17, Heart Transplant Recipient

What People  
Are Saying

In May, Richie’s Spirit Foundation produced the 
virtual revival of Growing Up Jordy Pordy. The 
hilarious and heartwarming autobiographical 
one man play was written and performed by 
RSF Executive Director, Jordan Herskowitz. 
Herskowitz narrated a powerful story about 
growing up as the forgotten middle child with 
his two brothers suffering from Cystic Fibrosis 
and his family’s journey with organ donation. 
Growing Up Jordy Pordy explores the themes of 
self-identity, family, religion, and the overall strength of the human spirit. 

Eleven years after debuting in Tulsa, Oklahoma, more than 700 audience 
members enjoyed Herskowitz’s award-winning play and the lively post-
show talkback from the comfort of their homes. Richie’s Spirit Foundation 
connected a community, during a time of isolation, around the story that 
inspired the RSF mission. 

“With a story that is so inspiring, we really appreciated being part of it,” 
one viewer said after the performance. “We hope your brother’s memory 
continues to be a blessing for your family. I will definitely be supporting 
this amazing foundation that was created in Richie’s memory.”

In 2019, Richie’s Spirit Foundation raised

$23,014.24
from 225 donors,  

increasing donor participation 
by over 20% from the year before.

This year, Richie’s Spirit Foundation nearly doubled funding 
for our Transplant Assistance Grant program. 20 families 
from across the country were awarded a total of $13,000 

for expenses incurred by their child’s transplant. 

Richie’s Spirit Foundation awarded $5,000 in college scholarships to three impressive 
students who, like Richie, demonstrate leadership, character, and initiative. The winners 
were selected from a pool of nearly 2,000 applicants nationwide.

2 0 2 0  W I N N E R S

V i n c e  D o m i n g o

M a g g i e  C o n l o n

H a s s a n  J a v e d

“RSF’s Grant has been helpful in covering the cost of daily meals and other necessities 
during the hospital stays. No one really looks at those costs, but … eventually it takes 
a toll on the pocket. We are grateful for the support we have received on this journey 

towards a healthier and better life for Naja.”
- Mother of Naja, 15, Bone Marrow Transplant Recipient

Naja, age 15, was awarded a Transplant Assistance Grant 
after she received a life-saving bone marrow transplant.


